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DPS-HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICER, TRAINEE

Characteristics of Work

This is highly responsible work which involves training to patrol an assigned area for the purposes of
enforcing Mississippi’s traffic laws, rules and regulations.

Examples of Work

Examples of work performed in this classification include, but are not limited to, the following:

Learns to enforce all traffic laws, rules and regulations of the State of Mississippi upon an assigned
portion of the State Highway System; issues traffic citations; investigates highway accidents; keeps
bystanders out of danger; safeguards damaged property; supervises clearing of debris from roadways
and takes measures to keep traffic moving to prevent accidents; renders first aid and secures medical
aid where indicated; questions witnesses and persons involved in accidents; prepares required reports
as to the finding, causes and conditions involved in accidents and appears a witness in court. 

Learns to enforce all rules and regulations of the Commissioner promulgated pursuant to legal authority.

Learns to arrest without warrant any persons committing or attempting to commit any misdemeanor,
felony or breach of the peace within their presence or view on any highways of the State Highway
System, or the right-of-way of such highways, and pursue or arrest any person committing such an
offense to and at any place in the State of Mississippi where he/she may go or be.

Learns to aid and assist any peace officer of this state, or any state, in the capture of any fugitive from
justice using any of the highways or public roads of this state in an attempt to effect an escape.

Learns to keep records and prepare reports as required or directed.

Performs related or similar duties as required or directed.

Performs related or similar duties as required or assigned.

Minimum Qualifications

Experience and Educational Requirements:

In accordance with Section 45-3-9, Mississippi Code Annotated 1972:
Must be no less than 21 years of age. May be less than 21 years of age provided that you hold a
degree from an accredited four-year senior college or university. Must pass a written examination. Must
successfully pass a personal background investigation to determine that applicant is of good moral
character. Must pass an examination to determine physical and mental fitness. At the time of
appointment must be a citizen of the United States and the State of Mississippi.

Interview Requirements

Any candidate who is called to an agency for an interview must notify the interviewing agency in
writing of any reasonable accommodation needed prior to the date of the interview.
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